In the previous edition of this magazine there was some advice about
minimising the environmental impact of DofE expeditions. In this edition
Alex Davies takes a look at expedition behaviour.

ith more and more
DofE expedition
teams out and about
in the UK, the DofE is
becoming ever more
high profile. Thew!dalneol

More than you realise

With mom and mare people
undertalang thar DofE cach year
there are inevitably more expaditions
taang place, often located in the
same arsas.

Most Assessors and Supervisors
will hevve probably cimbed to a high
poirt, spotied an expadiion team
in the nght place only to then see
anather four or five tearns that could
alzo be thams.

There are usudly mary more
DofE toams around that you realiss,
aken only becoming apparent n
the everings when the carmpste is
packed with groups from all over the
county and beyond.

Puling up in a convenient
driveway for ten minutes to see a
tenrn though may seem fine bet,
after ten Supervisons have done @
every woskoend for fon weeks, the
land owners can pstiiably become
very frustrated.

Pick up and drop off

Like chackpaoints, there are often
obvicus and converient start and
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finish poirts which team after tearn
will inevitnbly use.

Avoid comnplants from local land
awners by checking beforchand to
see if t is pivate knd. Alernatively,
call in advance to agree & Sme
when the owner is happy for you
to be there.

Marvy car parks are pay and
displery 0 will requine those pecple
dropping of, picking up or using
attnched todet faciies to pay.

Some owners and Nationad Parks
they are told in advance that it isa
DofE group, 5o it is often worthwhile
caling chead.

Litter
DefE participants should be setting
the earnple n the countryside
by having & planned strategy for
removing all of thar Rtec
Al tter oreaied duning an
expadiion must be removed by the
particpants and ather carned aaay
or deposed of n approprate bire.
DofE participants should leave
arcas as they would wesh to find
them and should be wiling to
remove other tter they find as wall
as thar own.

.
e

Remernber that ary "dead-letter
droppings’ must be collected and
never left behind.

Chadk the area you are going
to as some, lie The New Forest,
count these as ter and will remove
any that are found.

Camp sites

Az wal as the obvious courtesy
that noads fo be shown fo all other
users, ©is vital that the Supenasor
dertiies themaaves to the carmp
site owner or managey, even § nat
staying with the teem at the carmp
ste ovemight. The carmp ste
owned'manager must shwvays have
a contact number for the Supervisor
50 they can be renched # ther is an
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Behaviour

Due to the robust training and
practice expedition programme
DofE teams complete, mast am wadl
trained in the Countryside Code,
and thar venations arcund the UK,
and have an understanding and
value of the countryside.

It is importart to stross that
toams which damage land, arops,
property or reease vestock, even
nadvertently, can be chased for

on.

At the request of the DofE
neteork in kst yoar's survey,
the new DofE Expediion Guids
nchudes a soction on key behaviour
expectations of Do particparts
underiaking expaditions (see pages
118-0). This also nchudes new
powers for Expadition Assessons o
remove ther assessment services if
toarms porsstently and delborataly
fiout these requirernents.

Page 25




